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Prelude 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship 
P:  We gather, as we live, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P:  Friends in Christ, within the community of the church, God never wearies of 
forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation.  On this night let us confess 
our sin against God and our neighbor and enter the celebration of the great 
Three Days reconciled with God and with one another. 
 
Confession 
P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
          (Silence for self-examination) 
 
P:  Most Merciful God,  
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.   
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Words of Institution Litany  (I Corinthians 11:23-26) 

P:  The apostle in writing to the Christians in Corinth declared: 
C:  For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, 
P:  That the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed 
C:  Took a loaf of bread,  
P:  And when he had given thanks,  
C:  He broke it, and said, 
P: “This is my body that is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
C:  In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, 
P: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.” 
C: For as often as we eat this bread and drink the cup,  
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   
 
Lord’s Prayer 
The Meal 
Songs during Distribution:   
 “Here Is Bread”    ELW #483 
 “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” ELW #659 
 “Where True Charity and Love Abide:” ELW #642 (repeat as needed)                                          
 
Post Communion Prayer 
P:   We pray together.  Almighty God,  
C: we give you thanks that you have refreshed us through the  
healing power of this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us  
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;  
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Song: “My Song is Love Unknown”   ELW #343  v. 1 
 

Stripping of the Altar  
Reading: John 18:1-27 

It was on the first Maundy Thursday, after celebrating the Passover Feast with his  
disciples, and having instituted the Lord’s Supper, that our Lord was betrayed by  
Judas and arrested by the Temple guards and soldiers of Rome while he  
prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Tonight, on this Maundy Thursday,  
we strip the altar as a symbolic reminder of our Lord, who on this night, allowed  
himself to be stripped of his power and glory by his captors.  Following the reading,  
and the stripping of the altar, the congregation is asked to leave the sanctuary in  
silence.  Individuals may remain in the sanctuary for prayer and meditation. 
 
Good Friday Services 
      12noon – Ecumenical Good Friday Service at St. John’s 
       7:00pm – St. John’s Good Friday “Stations of the Cross” Service 
 
Easter Sunday 
      8:15am – Festival Service of Holy Communion  
     10:30am – Festival Service of Holy Communion 



Announcement of Forgiveness 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.   As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,  
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Song:  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”    
     ELW #587  (Tune: ELW #561) 
Love Litany  (based on Psalm 116:1-2 and 1 Corinthians 13:4-8) 
P:  Love is patient. 
C:  Love is kind. 
P:  Love doesn't envy. 
 
C: We claim this love.   
Lord help us to love you the way that you love us. 
 
P:  Love doesn't boast.                                                                                                                          
C:  Love isn't arrogant. 
P:  Love isn't rude or irritable. 
 
C: We claim this love.   
Lord help us to love ourselves the way that you love us. 
 
P: Love isn't resentful. 
C: Love doesn't rejoice in wrongdoing. 
P: Love rejoices in the truth and bears all things. 
 
C: We claim this love.  Lord help us to love others,  
the way that you love us. 
 
P:  Love believes all things. 
C:  Love hopes all things. 
P:  Love endures all things and never ends.  
 
C:  We claim this love. We proclaim this love. Beloved let us love one 
another, because God is love.  
                                                             (Adapted from Rev. Dr. Kwasi I. Kena) 
Prayer of the Day 
P:   We pray together.   Holy God, source of all love, 
C: on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment,  
to love one another as he loves us.  Write this commandment in our 
hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
Chancel Choir 

“Lamb of God, What Wondrous Love”   
Russell Kane and Allan Robert Parker 

 
 

Scripture Reading:           John 13:1-7, 31b-35      
        (New Testament p. 82 in pew Bible)  
P: The Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon 
 
Song:  “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love”          ELW #708  
  

The Prayers 

P:   God of love, 

C:   grant our prayer. 

P: Holy God, you give us this meal of bread and wine in which we celebrate 
your great compassion; grant that we may work with you to fulfil our prayers, 
and to love and serve others as Christ has loved us; this we ask through Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer, who is alive with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  
C:  Amen. 

 
Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.        
C:  And also with you. 

 
Offering 
Offertory: “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”    ELW #712  (1, 3) 
 

Offering Prayer 

P:  We pray together.  God our provider, 

C:  you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.  

Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 


